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 Manduessedum - Mancetter Village (Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter,
held on Tuesday 26th March 2024 at St Peter’s Church Mancetter,
commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mrs N Wallis.
Borough Councillor
Mrs D Clews. 
County Councillor
Mrs M Bell.
Police



PC A Hoey.
Parish Clerk

            Mrs E Higgins.
Mr I Rothen: local business owner and resident of Mancetter Parish.
Item 1 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7pm.
Apologies had been received by Parish Councillor John Tither due to pre-arranged leave and Borough
Councillor Keith Barnett who had to attend another meeting. These apologies were accepted.
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no recording of the meeting.
Item 3 – Notice of Interest.
There were no pecuniary and non- pecuniary interests declared relating to items on the agenda.
Item 4 – Public Question Time.
Mr I Rothen attended from the Rothen Group who operate one of two established barge businesses along the track between the traffic lights from Quarry Lane Mancetter towards the Marina.

There have been some road safety issues with large triple-axle vehicles delivering barges to the Marina through the Mancetter conservation area and over the canal bridge in breach of the weight limit. 
Work has taken place with the delivery firm in question, to ensure that all drivers are aware of the weight restrictions in place.
A system has been put in place for a Rothen Group staff member to escort large vehicles through the lower part of Steppey Lane. The road has no scope to install suitable passing places and is part of ancient woodland originating from the Forest of Arden.

 Ian was given the contact details of the Quarry Manager to explore the possibility of an informal routing arrangement for really large low loaders to travel through the Quarry Road network, thus avoiding the narrowest twisty part of Steppey Lane at the bottom through the trees. 
The Parish Council have asked County Highways if they would consider adopting this road network when quarrying on site comes to an end.
A planning application for a hay and beet store has been submitted retrospectively by Mr I Rothen to the Borough Council. This is also accessed by the same unadopted track.
In addition to White Gate Farm, which is ran by A&R Rothen, Mr I Rothen also keeps livestock near his property “Little Close” as a separate business entity. The building erected as a food store is currently housing the first lambs of the season. The Parish Council has no objection as there is a farming business as well as the Marina; but would ask that the building is only used for agricultural purposes.
 
A link to the current consultation on Rights of Way and Rural Footpaths will be sent to Ian by the Clerk to encourage feedback to the County Council as a local landowner.
The Rothen Group undertake drainage projects as well as educational visits to nurseries and schools and forestry planting. It was agreed by the parish council for Mr I Rothen to take a look at the drainage ditch at Ridge Lane Allotments.
Item 5– Update from Police, County and Borough Councillors.
Police – Mancetter Beat Report.
· PCSO Emily Jenkins has unfortunately moved on and is no longer with us. PCSO Charley Payne will be replacing her in April.

· A male from the area has been arrested and charged in relation to 2 x burglaries in North Warks and is due in Court in April.
· We are still seeing a large number of calls to Purley Chase for off road-bikes on the old golf course. We will be targeting the area over the coming months to try and combat this. Three more officers will hopefully have completed quad bike training by May, and section 59 notices are continuing to be issued.
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Incidents 22/01/24 - 2/03/24

x-110 calls for service

Animal related – 1.

· Call relates to registering a XL Bully dog.

ASB – 13. 

· The majority of these calls relate to nuisance off-road motorcycles on Purley Chase golf course.

Burglary (business) – 0.

Burglary (dwelling) – 1.

· Confirmed to not be a Burglary on Police arrival
Concern – 19.

· These calls are a mixture of concerns for welfare and a number of them relate to the same people/callers.

Criminal Damage – 1.

· Report of Horse riders causing damage to field/crops.

Domestic Incidents – 6.

Illness/Injury – 2.

Road/Highways disruption – 8.

· The calls mainly relate to obstructions in the carriageway.

RTC (Road Traffic Collision) – 3.
· None of these resulted in any serious injuries.

Silent 999 calls – 12.

Suspicious circumstances - 15.

Theft – 3.

Vehicle Crime – 0.

Violence – 1.

· Threats made with a knife (no injuries caused).

Other misc. calls – 25.
County Council

County Councillor Margaret Bell, is continuing to push for a special case regarding a pedestrian crossing for outside of St Peter’s Church. As a rural village, Mancetter will never meet the qualifying criteria in terms of pedestrian numbers, but safety of residents and visitors is just as important as a town location. 
It was agreed that a raised crossing is not a viable option due to the vibration risk to the alms houses opposite. 
However, with nearly 2,000 visitors to the Roman Exhibition situated within the church, visitors and funerals at the cemetery and a constant stream of heavy traffic, residents cannot get across without taking risks.
Margaret also stated that the County Council are willing to give any assistance necessary, regarding the listing application for the White Hart pub in Ridge Lane which still has original features in place.
Borough Council 
Borough Councillor Denise Clews gave feedback about a car sales business operating without planning permission on Manor Road in Mancetter. The Police and County Highways have visited the site to look at “H” markers on the road, and to highlight the dangers of pavement parking. Residents have observed washing of cars on the pavement, the footpath being used as a forecourt, test driving without trade plates and untaxed vehicles on the public highway. A retrospective planning application should be submitted shortly.
Each Ward Councillor has been allocated funding for use within Atherstone South, Mancetter and Ridge Lane. Councillor Clews and Councillor Barnett are planning to help fund a battery-operated defibrillator to be placed outside the gates of Mancetter Memorial Hall.

The Borough Council Community Development Team are planning to host “A Big Day Out” at the Recreation Ground at Ridge Lane on Sunday 15th September 2024.
Item 6 – Exclusion of the Public and Press
a) It was proposed by Glynis Forknall, seconded by Nicola Wallis and approved unanimously from 1st April 2024 to increase the hours of the Clerk to 22 per week and agree a pay increment to the next point on the NJC pay-scales for local government services.
b) A letter from a parishioner gave a cry for help for the traffic issues on Mancetter/Nuneaton Road to be sorted.  A recent near miss between a parishioner and a lorry was a frightening situation, and the Parish Council supported the resident to contact the relevant authorities.
Item 7 – Minutes of the last meetings. 
 The draft minutes from the 28th November 2023 and 23rd January 2024 were approved and formally signed by the Chairman as an accurate record of proceedings.

Item 8 – Matters arising from the last meeting and items not included in other agenda points
· A list of meeting dates for the forthcoming council year were approved. The Clerk suggested seeing if the community room at Ridge Lane Chapel was available for the 18th September, as that way a parishioner meeting would be held in each village during the year. This was agreed and Mrs Higgins will arrange the room booking.
· Based upon guidance from NALC and JPAG, the council have budgeted for and approved the changeover from a org.uk domain name for emails and the website, to the recommended gov.uk system. Mancetter began this process prior to the government deciding to provide training and funding to help. It has been a challenge to transition, but the parish council is now the first North Warwickshire Council to make the change other than the market town councils of Atherstone and Coleshill and the larger village of Polesworth. All councillors have been re-allocated a dedicated parish email address, and information supplied on how to set these up. The Clerk is willing to assist any councillors who require help setting up their new accounts and has arranged for a forwarding system for email sent to the former org.uk addresses. It may be prudent to retain the permissions for the org.uk domain to safeguard reputation. A costing will be requested and if reasonable then the Clerk was given authorisation to maintain this.
The recent influx of consultation documents has resulted in mailbox issues for the clerk which has led to archiving work and a request for a larger storage capacity. The telephone line with BT was out of contract and had been cancelled in December 2023. A final bill for line rental for about a week was expected. The Chairman and the Clerk have been liaising with BT as bills for an ongoing service are still being received.
· Parish Councillor Nicky Wallis has been liaising with Deborah Sharp and Becky Evans from NWBC, over plans to refurbish the recreation ground at Ridge Lane. Councillor Wallis is meeting with CAVA to look at additional funding options to work alongside the Borough and is helping with the consultation process with residents which should begin around August time.
Item 9- Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.

· It was resolved unanimously after examination of prices for neighbouring cemeteries, to maintain the current fees for parishioners, and uplift out of parish prices by 5% rounded to the nearest figure.
· The Clerk has reviewed the existing cemetery paperwork to reflect the increase in individual enquiries for the interment and scattering of ashes.
· The Ridge Lane Notice Board has been erected by Trevor Hopkins with support from members of the local community, who donated new posts and helped with the removal of spoil.

· It was agreed by councillors that the new village signage should be mounted onto ordinary posts rather than wooden gateways, this will save some money, and will also not require frequent maintenance. In Ridge Lane it is proposed that the signs are situated either end of the village, with the one near the White Hart being on the verge close to the former telephone exchange. There is scope for three signs in Mancetter one either end of Nuneaton Road and Harpers Lane, and the third to mark the boundary along Manor Road between Atherstone and Mancetter. One of the existing signs could then be used to show entry into Mancetter Village from Quarry Lane. Margaret Bell will fund the new signage out of her delegated budget.
Item 10 – Brief feedback from correspondence, consultations and meetings attended between 23rd January and 26th March 2024.
a) Updates from current public consultations.
i. A table produced by Councillor Tither and information from residents and walking groups have formed the basis of the report which will highlight the large involvement with Rights of Way by Mancetter Parish Council, who despite no financial help from WCC, still fund a contractor to cut back foliage on the entrances to all rural footpaths within the parish boundary.
ii. Councillor Healy has led the review of the planning policy documentation being undertaken by the planning sub group. An additional meeting with the Planning Policy Team has been arranged for 9th April to go through some issues relating specifically to Mancetter as a rural parish.
b) Meetings attended by Mancetter Parish Council since the last meeting.
There have been several important meetings organised and attended by members of the Parish Council. Parish Councillors have met with the Quarry and the County Council to present local views on its planning and restoration. The issues with traffic and Road Safety have been highlighted to the MP, and meetings of town and parish councils and the North Warwickshire Area Committee continue to be a channel to advocate issues on behalf of residents. 
Item 11 – Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting.
a) Planning Matters
· After seeking advice from Jennifer Leadbetter, the Heritage Officer at the Borough Council, it was agreed by all councillors that it would be better for the application for the listing of the White Hart to be submitted by the ancestor of one of the original owners, who has put together the research.
· The issue of large vehicles and road safety on Quarry Lane and Steppey Lane in relation to bridge and road network weight limit restrictions, was discussed as part of the Public Question Time with the owner of the company taking delivery.
· The potential significance of the site at Whitehall Farm in relation to Roman History has been highlighted to the planning department and heritage officer, in light of an increase in permitted development activities which are appropriate to the current permissions for agricultural land.
b) Update on Approved, Rejected and Pending Applications and Appeals.
· PAP/2023/0324 – Outline Access application for construction of three dwellings to the rear of the White Hart Inn Ridge Lane. – Pending
· PAP/2023/0464 – Secondary Glazing at Railway Cottage Quarry Lane Mancetter – Pending.

· PAP/2023/0583 – Certificate of Lawfulness Application for a single storey side extension – The Dingle, Nuneaton Road Mancetter – Granted.
· PAP/2024/0035 – Removal of Willow Tree with TPO – 24 The Spinney Mancetter – Granted.
c) New Planning Applications
· PAP/2024/0066 – Erection of Hay and Fodder Beet Stores – Little Close Quarry Lane Mancetter – Discussed within Public Question time – No objection providing it is for Agricultural use.
· PAP/2024/0095 – Single storey Rear Extension – 9 Ramsden Road, Mancetter – No Objection.
Item 12 – Finance

a) Two councillors signed the financial paperwork since the last meeting in accordance with Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and the Bank Mandate. 

b)  Authorisation to increase the CCLA Bond from £25,000 to £30,000 was formally noted to accurately reflect current budgetary requirements.
c) £376.00 has been collected and banked in lieu of allotment rents for the forthcoming financial year.

d) An increase of 5% has been levied by Tom White Waste on all cemetery bin collections from April 2024. This is acceptable in terms of maintaining a successful service provision.

e) Following on from discussions regarding the changeover to a gov.uk domain, it was unanimously approved to increase the size of the Clerk’s mailbox at a cost of £13.00 plus VAT per annum.

f) It was proposed by Glynis Forknall seconded by Peter Mann and agreed by all present to authorise purchase of a polycarbonate sheet for the bus shelter on the green along Mancetter Road at a cost of £40.61.
Item 13 – Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 23rd April 2024 7pm at St Peter’s Church Mancetter – Official Annual Parish Meeting for Residents and Local Community Groups.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm
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